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which he has reached. Through this narrow view of democracy and 
his mechanical theory of liberty, Mr. Lecky has considerably dimin- 
ished the value of his sermon to the democracy of the twentieth 
century. 

L. S. Rowe. 
University of Pennsylvania. 



Nouveau Didionnaire de Geographic Universelle. Contenant : i 
La Geographic Physique ; 2° La Geographic Politique; 3 La 
Giographie Economique ; 4 L' Ethnologie ; 5° La Geographic 
Historique ; 6° La Bibliographic. Ouvrage commence' par 
Vivien de Saint-Martin, et continue par Louis Roussei,ET. 
1879-1894. Seven volumes. Pp. I., 850; II, 1008; III, 1078; IV, 
1052; V, 999; VI, 998; VII, 565. Price, 205 fr. Supplements 1-2-3, 
each 80 pp. AA-Balkans. Price of each supplement 2 fr. 50c. Paris: 
Librairie Hachette et Cie. 

The mere magnitude of such a work as the "Nouveau Dictionnaire 
de Giographie Universelle" must command the wonder of every one 
who examines the seven ponderous quarto volumes. In these seven 
volumes of about 1000 pages each, is contained as much material as 
could be put into something over 100 octavo volumes of 500 pages 
each, 350 words to a page. The first volume of the dictionary ap- 
peared in 1879 and the seventh was completed in 1894. The prepara- 
tory work must have antedated the appearance of the first volume by 
several years, so that it is no exaggeration to say that it is the product 
of twenty-five years of scientific labor. The editor down to 1890 was 
M. Vivien de Saint-Martin. His chief associate was M. Louis Rous- 
selet, to whom the editorship fell when old age rendered M. Saint- 
Martin incapable of carrying on the work. Associated with these two 
geographers in the undertaking, was a large number of the scholars 
of France who are specialists in geography and in allied sciences. 
Besides the editor-in-chief no less than six of the most zealous col- 
laborators died before the completion of the final volume. 

The plan followed by the editors in constructing this Dictionary of 
Geography has not been to include a notice of all known places. In 
general, places with a population of less than 1000 have been omitted; 
deviations from this rule, however, have been frequently made when- 
ever the importance of a place of less than 1000 inhabitants was un- 
usually great because of historical reasons. Having thus limited 
within reasonable bounds the number of places noticed, the editors 
gave to each of the important countries and states of the world as 
complete a treatment as could be gotten within the space of an ordi- 
nary sized volume. A monograph has been devoted to each important 
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country. Bach monograph discusses the country under six heads: 
Physical Geography, Political Geography, Economic Geography, 
Ethnology, Historical Geography, and Bibliography. 

Under this comprehensive plan of treatment, it has been possible to 
present the geographical data in a most satisfactory manner. The 
physical, political and economic geography is treated comprehensively, 
but according to much the same scheme the gazetteers have followed 
in the past. In the matter of ethnology, this work goes far beyond 
anything attempted by other works. In this particular, the " Nouveau 
Didionnaire de Giographie Universelle " makes a distinct contribu- 
tion. Historical geography also has been emphasized more than it 
has been in the past. Perhaps the most satisfactory part of the plan, 
as it has been executed, is that of giving a very complete bibliography 
at the close of each important article. The editors say that there are 
in the seven volumes of the main body of the work 150,000 biblio- 
graphical insertions. There is nowhere else to be found such a com- 
plete geographical bibliography, classified in so satisfactory a manner. 
The editors deserve the thanks of every student of geography and 
allied sciences for this feature of the dictionary. 

The main body of the work was completed in 1894, nineteen years 
after the actual preparation of the first volume began. During this 
time the progress of scholarship in geography and allied sciences was 
rapid. Inevitably, therefore, the earlier volumes of the work were 
considerably out of date when the last number issued from the press. 
Realizing this fact, the editors immediately on the completion of the 
main body of the work, began the publication of a comprehensive Sup- 
plement, which is now appearing in installments of eighty pages each, of 
which three have thus far come to hand. The articles in the Supple- 
ment are designed to bring the data presented in former volumes down 
to the present time; to give recent social and economic statistics; to 
continue the historical narrative, and to make note of all political 
changes that have occurred since the original articles were published. 
This, however, is by no means the chief purpose of the Supplement. 
The first aim has been to inculcate in it the results of the rapid pro- 
gress which has been made in geographical knowledge, because of 
the direct study of that science and because of the advance which the 
sciences auxiliary to geography have made during the last two 
decades. 

The nature of the Supplement is well illustrated by the article on 
"Africa, "in which exploration and ethnology are given a place as 
prominent as that accorded to the record of political changes and the 
statement of the present position of European powers in Africa, 
likewise the general articles on " America " and " Australia " devote 

[401] 



190 Annals of the American Academy. 

much space to ethnology. This is a side of geography that has been 
especially developed during the last two decades, and now for the 
first time is it possible for a comprehensive Dictionary of Geography 
to give anthropo- geography its proper rank. This anthropological 
side of geography is, however, not unduly emphasized in this latest 
and most exhaustive work, but merely given its proper place among 
other phases of the general subject. The treatment given to Africa 
in the Supplement would make a volume of 200 pages, 350 words to 
the page. The bibliography is carried out in an even more compre- 
hensive manner in the Supplement than in the main body of the work. 
It is most difficult to measure adequately the value and importance 
of such a great work as this "Nouveau Dictionnaire de Giographie 
Universelle." While its greatest service will be rendered to French 
scholars, because the work is in French and the bibliographical 
references to French works are more complete than the references 
to foreign works; still the work has been done in such a cosmopolitan 
manner that it will be hardly less useful to foreigners. Being pub- 
lished in the, French language, it can be read by the scholars of every 
country. No one, of course, will expect to find, even in a dictionary 
of this size, an exhaustive treatment of special questions; but students 
of every phase of geography will find within the pages of this great 
work such a treatment as they will desire, unless their purpose be 
that of making a special and detailed study of certain topics. This 
dictionary supplemented by a comprehensive well-indexed atlas, will 
equip a library with a very satisfactory storehouse of geographical 
information. To criticise a work of this kind in detail is impossible. 
The general plan of the work is admirable, and it has been well 
executed. Editors, collaborators, publishers, and the public are each 
to be congratulated upon the completion of this comprehensive geo- 
graphical treatise. 

Emory R. Johnson. 

Social Rights and Duties. By Leslie Stephen. Two vols. Pp. 
255) 267. Price, I3.00. New York: Macmillan & Co. 

Made up chiefly of addresses delivered before the Ethical Societies 
of London, these volumes touch a variety of subjects, sometimes in an 
occasional way, often more seriously, but always suggestively. The 
greater number of the essays are ethical in their interest, viewing from 
an ethical standpoint the problems of competition and the struggle 
for existence, heredity, luxury and punishment. That on the " Sphere 
of Political Economy" presents a sweeping criticism of recent ten- 
dencies in economics. Mr. Stephen's idea is that the purpose of the 
science is to determine the play of economic forces in society. The 
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